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an abundance of species provides
a fabulous opportunity for people to have high quality whale and dolphin
watching experiences. These opportunities also enable Australia to have
and promote a sustainable industry that allows the public to view and
learn about these animals in their natural habitat.

Associated with this is the responsibility to ensure that potential impacts from watching whales
and dolphins (either commercially or recreationally) are managed appropriately. The intent of
these guidelines is to provide a framework that allows people to observe and interact with whales
and dolphins in a way that does not cause harm to the animals.

The Australian National Guidelines for Whale and Dolphin Watching 2005 were developed
jointly by all Australian, state and territory governments through the Natural Resource
Management Ministerial Council, and represent a consistent national policy for the management
of whale and dolphin watching. They build upon and replace the Australian National Guidelines
for Cetacean Observation, published in 2000.

AIMS OF THE ROLE OF THE GUIDELINES
GUIDELINES

e . The guidelines set a national standard
The guidelines set a national .
standard and aim to: and help to inform governments to make
e minimise the impacts consistent decisions when designing

of whale and dolphin , . ;
watching on individuals and pollcy.or lenglc.ltIOH for whale and
populations of whales and dOlphll’l watchlng.

Alollpliiingg emd The guidelines provide advice on watching whales

ensure that people know how and dolphins in the wild, including observations

to act appropriately when from the land, water or air as well as activities such

watching whales as swimming and diving, feeding, touching, and

and dolphins. making noise. They are relevant to all Australian
waters (Commonwealth, State and Territory) and
cover all people watching whales and dolphins
including both commercial operators and the
general public.


























































