Mundaring Water Treatment Plant Community Meeting

Monday 4 February 2008 – Hub of the Hills Community Centre
(The Water Corporation apologises for the standard of this transcript. There were problems with the recording equipment.) 

I guess the answer is yes and no on that one on not planning for that.  However, the reservoir protection zone is …… a water issue, we circle the part into advising them they are recording same.  Certainly, ………water issue and they are prepared to ………..

Yes, I think the first one – OK, with the water coming out there’s two paths of water comes out of the treatment plants.  The first one which Robert answered previously about the DEC site, is that the supernatant is actually contained drying beds or, plastic lined ponds or something like that.  With the reservoir protection zone the major volume of water which comes forward ………………….that was the …………….certain issues currently the supernatant most probably wouldn’t be acceptable.  
That’s where I am changing that one as such.  That one remains as is.  

8.9% of participants went for the pine plantation and 6.1% was the DEC site.

There are two issues in that as it was made clear right up front.  That it is the Water Corporation’s proposal to build the second plant, we would then make recommendations, however we get local input, we then take the input and the MCA as such, before all the ……….was run, there were four I think workshops with the community actually establishing the criteria for the some of the study was going to take place.  Therefore I am confident that the MCA picks up all of the issues far more than just ………………… One of the issues which we can put up, if we do it just by engineering-wise.  
Now, if ……….we can certainly do that, yes.  I am moving out of this but we will arrange somehow to get it to you.  Now if we just looked at it without the sustainability analysis and without the MCA and all those sorts of things and without any emotion involved in it, that is the order in which we believe that Water Corp pure technical ease, costs and things like that taken into consideration, the best site would have been in that order.  ………………….over the Weir, travelling to ……..the O’Connor site, the CALM Depot site and to the airstrip, so that is pure engineering …….. we haven’t gone for a wrong.  ……3 because we are considering ……………
Female voice (distant and indistinguishable)

Barking dog.

(Robert) I believe the issues …………………………..

Thank you.  What I said at the time was that both the community voting and the MCA scored on the side, extremely low, so we have got those figures, for this presentation tonight I didn’t think it was necessary because there is no chance of getting up and from the community side we will find the MCA.  Now, I guess we went further on.  When we looked at all the statistics……..community, if you look at the bar chart, 15….in terms of the site.  What these suggest is initial preference, if you look at – we then ask you to rate the site.  6. means that you indicate this preference but also you indicate the what you do, like ….reference.  If you didn’t think about the condition of  that secondary word means then you ……….. and what it indicates is that whilst the first preference may not give you a full picture, we think that there will be other preferences that might give you a better picture of what you do want and what you do not want and we use a performance ranking which includes all those other preferences and the results indicated for pine plantation DEC and also the site 1 at pine plantation and site 1 at DEC.  They all have pretty close ranking.  It indicates that there is not a lot of difference between those four sites and what the difference is so small that we can argue that it is due to some error.  So that tells us that you it is worthwhile from the …….of first preference indicate a strong choice for pine plantation, but when you actually look through a number of the other sites, it doesn’t clearly show that pine plantation is the preferred site.  If you go from the MCA results we also ………………his name in…………it clearly shows that pine plantation at the DEC site, clearly as the preference.  The picture is not only painted basing an average community place, we actually look at individual community weights and also ……………….  Clearly DEC site………………  So, you know, we take all this information and make a judgement and clearly, the combination is the community thoughts and MCA and also the special day that we had of community explanation and ……………….DEC site is the most opportune.
The question was on the basis of why we only show the ………of DEC pine plantation site and not the O’Connor site.  Yes, we have got that information if you want it, I can assure you it is swayed this way.  

Question (indistinguishable)

I am missing your point a little bit, other than saying I guess, all of those graphs, where started off talking at the start, they are all shown on the document which is MCA, which you have access to, it’s all down there.  Tonight is hopefully just a summary of the two major sites.

Question (indistinguishable)

No, definitely not.  The community voting was done in parallel, and separate from the MCA.  So, it is the MCA which we are basing our decision on.  

Question (indistinguishable)

Yes, that is the MCA.  That form there is the MCA results, not who were voting, it is just the individual.  Members of the community.

(Robert) In spite of ………shows the category that was considered, the biodiversity,  and the land degradation, energy of acid to waterways, the chemical risk, amenities, recreation and community values, there will be ……….site flexibility, mobility – there are representing full sustainability and, but this is ……………..
Going back to those………..the second page, where we go into the MCA and those……..which is September 2009 it will be referred to the EPA and by 2010 we are expecting the ministerial approvals.  If there are things there which the authorities say we can’t, we certainly wouldn’t.  We have got commitments on which houses and things for issues, we are in discussions with DEC for example and there are a number of houses for example on the heritage list, however one in particular is considered a lot of value, hence the discussions up front.  If it is inside the fenced off area and we really have some issues about future use if …………………  The building themselves most probably ………………………………………………………
Question: (indistinguishable)

We are starting workshops and everything for the resident protection zone.  The Water Corporation therefore, as such, supports the two kilometre radius from the high water mark as a protection for the water.  I would be very reluctant to even try to convince the Department of Water to consider constructing things within the reservoir protection zone as long as – unless there was no other local alternative.  If there is no other local alternative, obviously we have ……….to work with.

Question:  (indistinguishable)…….The DEC site was called DEC site because it is private property covered by CALM.  Is that statement true or not?

It sure is.  But seriously, where are you leading to Miles, I am really lost where you are leading us.

Question:  This is the project manager.  He assumes that the site is private property owned by CALM.  The site is part of State Forest 7, the land where the water treatment plant will go.  The land to the south of that is DEC land, to the north of that that is Water Corporation land.  This site also goes into roads as well which is in pristine condition, if you use bush criteria that I would like to say is very nice bush.  Now, can I ask you again Ken, who owns the land the water treatment plant is going to go on?
Yes, where there is four sites, there is a forest, there is a little bit of Water Corporation land, but very little, there is reserve which is I guess – I can’t represent this – basically there is some private land.  To the east also, there is private land owned by CALM.  The reserve is vested in CALM.  A bit better on that one.  I think there is land owned by them.
Sorry – I am a bit slow on that.  Is this State Forest of not?

Is the bit where the Water Corporation going to go State Forest?

Now Ken says I have asked questions and he has answered them.  I have asked this question before and I haven’t had an answer.  So we are getting there slowly aren’t we?  OK.  This land, where the Water Corporation plant is going to go is part of State Forest 7.  If you look at this document which was given to us by the Water Corporation, you will see that it is labelled as CALM land and it was – I will stress this again, it was always called CALM land.  OK.  And actually if you look at it, it says, it is State Forest.  Yes.  How come we have gone through the whole process and it has not been acknowledged this CALM land is State Forest and yet, suddenly when the name is declared, the name changes.  That doesn’t seem right to me, nor do these other ten points seem right to me. 

Faint.

I think for the purposes of where we are go ……….we should have………because I don’ think we can answer all those questions.  I believe we have answered every question ………………….
Lots of faint voices.

The State Forest is………………..

Total faint.

Yes, the picture of the categories shown is …………we actually, ……………………..each of those………….and they are being,……details, documented on what transpired at each of those workshops and they are being …………..
On the upside of things, looking at the treatment plan and we have the situation where the water treatment plant water in B………No. 1 site, the chlorine storage was about ………… Is it possible, looking at it, because of where the treatment plant is, in relation to a lot of things, ………particularly in an area.  Is it possible Water Corporation will have the opportunity to ………. the actual drawing and storage area far enough away from the actual treatment plant and site, so we would have then the opportunity for making the water treatment plant an attraction.

The treatment plant is pretty exclusive in that ………….
Yes, Robert………we will certainly we do rely a lot on the advice of our Heritage people on those sorts of issues.  As far as the Heritage lists are concerned, there is nothing on that site that we believe…………………………….
Two very quick questions - …………..….sent ………….. actually.

Incorrect.  DEC own it, but they are not part of that, they are all individual lots right up further. 

I will have an opportunity to show you the Title later.
I have got the Titles.

Well, we will share this.  Will you be buying those bits?

OK – the answer is I can’t give you a distinct answer, we have got a memorandum of understanding which is being developed with DEC which we haven’t done yet.  What we need under our Act is to encourage an interest in the land for them.  Interest in the land can be explained by an organisation like Landgate.
Just that Robert told me.   The second question is, where will DEC be moving to with the environment effect on that side.
Can I ask you a question on that?  I don’t think you know. 
We don’t know exactly where we will be yet.  There are a number of sites……………………. 

Just to add to that a little bit I have already done research of all of the land that we own north to the Swan, Mundaring and Kalamunda Shires and that information will be made available to DEC, but if one of the pieces of land that we own is ideal for them and the community and everything else, we will work with DEC and perhaps resolve those issues.
We’re actually ………….. tender for the community thoughts, get them off two years 
of that ……. …situation where ….………. 
Total faint.
Finally can I say I am absolutely delighted with ……………

Thank you, thank you Max.  The answer to your specific question if an absolute ‘Yes’.  I am pretty sure what was said when you were talking about the reference group we have chartered where we are, where the EPA and Water Corp are with their regulatory requirements.  I am sure I use a word, when there is enough meat on the bone……………..it will work.  Catherine has given me the commitment that she will make sure that the reference group is properly conducted ………
Question: (indistinguishable)

These, they are not …………..Robert would you tell us…. Basically they are drying beds, not storage beds, so they are quite shallow.
Robert:
What you see on the ………. Is a sketch of the layout of the treatment plant.  I have said that this corner is flat, but because it is staggered stepwise – here they need to be sort of staggered. 

The reason why we have set it back from the site boundary is to keep it back from the vegetation.  It you look at the ………………..on the south side of…………….for the salinity and so on.  The other thing about the tank, we will need to ……..the position of ……….but
So – if I can understand that a little bit, at this stage – holding beds will be about where that is showing there, but people who are aware of that area between Hammond Road up towards where the drying beds are is quite degraded land and that part of that process is very much part of the re-vegetation process.
Female voice

……………requires attention to convert ………………..

Malcolm Randall
I just wonder, if I can make a comment, that Mundaring itself is very short of tourism things, there’s John Forrest and very little else except for Mundaring Weir.  So, if at all possible I would like to see tourism in this area very much enhanced and if we put a poor building with very poor aesthetics it is not going to assist the area at all.  If you can make a real good effort on that area.
My name is Joan Nesbit……………..

Male voice

As far as this process is concerned, which is a site of selection, this is……….as far as the project continuing there is lots that we can do in keeping you advised.  Certainly, as far as this process is concerned this is it.  
Male voice

This is just a point of clarification.  The Mathesons lot was going to be sold off as separate lots?

That’s the plan you might see that in the pub.  This is time of lodgement.  The lots are still shown.

If you have been on any of the tours which have been conducted.

Brian Rhodes from Gwelup…………………………..what we have actually done is ……noise, light …………we are confident………there has been significant time spent and the input which you have all given has been…………
For a group, the reference group had several opportunities at formal meetings and we put ourselves pressure back on us, 
…………….been a bit blown away about what you might have walked into, but some of you have at least have been here since the beginning………………so, to everyone at the Water Corporation – thanks for listening as much as you have been able to and hopefully the end process of base monitoring we will have a fine process.  But also a new model for the Water Corporation as a benchmark for other government departments.
Well that’s it, thank you for attending and have a safe journey home.
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