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State Environmental
Approval Granted

In late April, the Water Corporation reached a major milestone in the Southern Seawater
Desalination Project, receiving State environmental approval from the Minister for
Environment.

Whilst work onsite cannot commence until all project approvals are granted, including the
Commonwealth environmental approval, the State environmental approval allows the

Corporation to move forward in obtaining further local government and regulatory approvals.

As part of the State Government approval, a stringent ‘condition set’has been imposed on
the project to ensure all environmental objectives set out by the Environmental Protection
Authority can be achieved. Whilst these conditions are rigorous, they are in line with the
Corporation’s environmental management plans and will further ensure the protection and
preservation of the surrounding environment.

A project of this scale and nature involves a lot of stakeholders and we would like to thank
those who participated throughout the approvals process. The valuable input from
stakeholders and community members alike has allowed the Corporation to address
concerns in the plant design, environmental management plans and the social impact
management plan.

As we continue to work through the final approvals we will keep the community updated.
At this stage, we anticipate all project approvals will be obtained by mid 2009.

A copy of the final Ministerial Conditions of Approval can be found on our website at
http://www.watercorporation.com.au/D/desalination_plant2.cfm or alternatively if
you would like a hard copy, please email desalination@watercorporation.com.au or
call 1800 810 075.

Where is the
Commonwealth
approvals process at?

We are currently working with the Department
of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts
(DEWHA) in reviewing the Corporation’s
response to the public’s submissions on the
Commonwealth Public Environment Report.

The next step in the federal process is for the
DEWHA to make a recommendation to the
Minister for Environment, Heritage and the
Arts, Mr Peter Garrett, to publish the final
version of the report with any changes and
commence the impact assessment. The
assessment process is to take 40 working days.

We anticipate a ministerial decision mid way
through the year.

Revegetation at the Perth Seawater Desalination Plant

Project Facts

Bore water will be used for dust
suppression onsite and the appropriate
licences will be obtained.

All temporary construction facilities will be
kept onsite within the approved footprint.
Taranto Road will remain as a private road
between the desalination plant access
gate and the beach.

More vegetation will be replanted than
will be removed.

Your beach will remain open during
operation of the desalination plant.
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Your beach will reamin open during operation

Door-to-door survey
what we learnt?

In the last newsletter we told you the survey results from the recent door-to door survey would
be available soon. For those of you interested in viewing the results, you can now access them
online at http//www.watercorporation.com.au/D/desal2_community.cfm, view them at the
Binningup, Harvey or Australind libraries, or obtain a copy by emailing desalination@
watercorporation.com.au or calling 1800 810 075.

Whilst these results primarily assisted social impact expert’s Beckwith Environmental
Planning in developing the baseline data for a Social Impact Management Plan, they have
also allowed the Corporation to reassess the communities’ current perspectives and
concerns.

What we've learnt, is that the major community concerns remain unchanged. Your three
major concerns are:

@ The potential closure of the beach during both construction and operation,

@ The potential impacts on the marine environment; and

@ The potential impacts on the terrestrial environment.

The Corporation, in conjunction with the Southern SeaWater Alliance (SSWA), have
endeavoured to address each of these concerns, and more, in the design of the plant.

In utilising a tunnelling methodology, we were able to minimise the beach closure to a
couple of weeks during construction. This closure will only affect the beach directly in front
of the plant site. During operation, the beach will remain open and access will not be
restricted.

As part of the extensive environmental approvals process for both the State and Federal
Government, we have demonstrated how potential impacts have been avoided where
possible - for instance locating the pump station 450 metres behind the dunes will avoid any
dune disturbance. For potential impacts that are unavoidable, approved management plans
will be in place to ensure the disturbance is localised and minimised.

To read how the environmental impacts have been minimised throughout the design phase
visit - http://www.watercorporation.com.au/_files/PublicationsRegister/15/Impact_
comparision.pdf.

AWATER

CORPORATION

Sea Sampling

To refine the process design of the filtration
pre-treatment, the SSWA requires a 5kg
sea-sand sample from the ocean bed in front
of the plant site. This sample will assist the
engineers in determining what material and
what size material will flow through the

intake tower.

The SSWA expect to send a boat and diver
out during the second or third week of May.
This activity has been formally identified and
approved by the Federal DEWHA.
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