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Can the beer fridge
to soak up savings

SAM RILEY

It is the essential companion to the
Aussie barbecue, the beer fridge,
but experts say that second old
fridge could be costing households
as much as $200 a year to run.

Research has shown refrigera-
tion can account for up to 16 per
cent of a typical household energy
bill, with older, more inefficient
models using between two and
three times as much electricity as a
newer fridge.

Eastern States power utility
EnergyAustralia has recently
tested a fridge retirement program
and offers residents $50 and
free collection of their old
fridges.

Western Power does not offer a
rebate on the replacement of old
appliances but offers consumer
information on saving energy.

The WA Sustainable Energy
Development Office said in many
cases it was cost-effective to get rid
of an old fridge.

SEDO executive director Shel-

ley Liddelow said a consumer who
got rid of a 20-year-old family-
sized fridge could save about
$1422 running costs over 12 years.

Ms Liddelow said older fridges
used less efficient technology and
were often poorly maintained,
with worn seals and a loss of refrig-
erant resulting in excess energy
use.

Kelly Wyeth, of Scarborough,
said he has no plans to get rid of his
30-year-old fridge.

Mr Wyeth said he had “inher-
ited” the fridge and despite it
“dying a slow, painful death™ this
summer he was determined to give
it a service to squeeze a few more
years out of it.

“A second fridge is really handy
when you are entertaining. The
girls can chuck their food in the
main fridge but you need some-

®

Cheers: Kelly Wyeth, of Scarbrough, has no plansto get rid of is beer

fridge, which comes in handy when entertaining. Picture: Lee Griffith

where to put the beer,” Mr Wyeth
said.

Households can save energy
operating their spare fridge by
locating fridges and freezers away
from the sun or heat producing
appliances. Other power saving

tips include checking seals regu-
larly, keeping the inside tempera-
ture of your fridge between 3C and
5C and turning the spare fridge off
when it is not needed.

With a new fridge, buyers can
look for the energy rating label.
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